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A message from your 
Vice President 

 

Buongiorno a tuƫ! 

I’m filling in for Sofia while she is away 
soaking up the European sun.  It’s been a 
busy first half of the year and she has 
definitely earned a break and a glass of 
Italian red. 
  
I hope everyone is staying warm and 
avoiding the frost.  As the days get longer 
and the weather starts to warm (slightly), 
we have a number of events coming your 
way.  Donato has delivered another amazing 
cooking class and the commiƩee is geƫng 
ready for Games Day at the CroaƟan Club 
next month. We are also conƟnuing kids 
club and free monthly Scopa games at 
Barkly Square - the next Scopa is scheduled 
for 5:30 pm on Friday 15th of August. 
  
The BIA’s 50th Anniversary celebraƟon will 
be held on October 18.  This is an incredible 
milestone and I’m really excited to celebrate 
the BIA and those who have helped along 
the way. 
  
Thank you to all our students who have 
been paƟent with the disrupƟons to our 
language classes.  We are working with 
Barkly Square to ensure everyone has access 
to the building and that all our students can 
safely aƩend classes. 

Enjoy the final weeks of winter and be kind 
to one another. 
 
Josh Bedson 
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Un messaggio dal 
vostro vicepresidente 

 

Buongiorno a tuƫ! 
 
SosƟtuisco Sofia mentre lei si gode il sole 
europeo. Sofia ha lavorato molto nella prima 
metà di quest'anno e si è sicuramente 
meritata una pausa e un bicchiere di buon 
rosso italiano. 

Spero che tuƫ sƟate al caldo e lontani dal 
gelo. Con le giornate che iniziano ad 
allungarsi e il clima che si scalda (anche se di 
poco), abbiamo in programma diversi evenƟ. 

Donato ha tenuto un’altra fantasƟca lezione 
di cucina e il comitato si sta preparando per il 
Games Day al Club Croato il mese prossimo. 
ConƟnuiamo anche con il Kids Club e le 
parƟte gratuite di Scopa a cadenza mensile al 
Barkly Square. La prossima serata di carte è in 
programma per le 17:30 di venerdì 15 agosto. 

La celebrazione per il 50º anniversario della 
BIA si terrà il 18 oƩobre. È una tappa 
incredibile e non vedo l’ora di festeggiare la 
BIA e tuƩe le persone che hanno contribuito 
lungo il cammino. 

Un grazie a tuƫ i nostri studenƟ per la 
pazienza con le interruzioni delle lezioni di 
lingua. SƟamo collaborando con il Barkly 
Square per garanƟre a tuƫ l’accesso 
all’edificio e fla sicurezza mentre arrivate. 

Godetevi le ulƟme seƫmane d’inverno e 
siate genƟli gli uni con gli altri. 

 
 
Josh Bedson 
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Friday 15th August—Scopa, Barkly Square 
Sunday 14th September— Beer ‘n Bocce—Games Day (CroaƟan Club) 

Saturday 20th September—Kids Club, Barkly Square 
Sunday 5th October—Annual General MeeƟng, Barkly Square 

Saturday 18th October—BIA 50 year celebraƟon, Victoria St Bowling Club 
Saturday 25th October—Cuciniamo Insieme (RisoƩo alla Milanese/Torta Mimosa) 

Friday 31st October—Tombola, Barkly Square 
Saturday 8th November—Kids Club, Barkly Square 
Friday 28th November—Tombola, Barkly Square 

Sunday 7th December —Christmas Lunch, Eureka Bistro 
 

These events are subject to change, please refer to Facebook, 

Instagram and the BIA Website for updates. 

SAVE THE DATE—2025 

 
The BIA is continuing to help 
promote knowledge of Italian 
heritage in Ballarat. 
 
Several months ago, the BIA helped 
Ballarat City Council get in touch with 
the Cincotta Family to find out more 
about the history of the old Cincotta 

Fruit Shop. 
 
Geographic Names Victoria has given 
approval and the name of the laneway off 
Mair Street that runs up the side of the 
historic fruit shop will now be known as 
“Cincotta Lane”. This honours John and Jo 
Cincotta who owned the shop. 
 
The City is currently working with the 
family to have an official unveiling.  All are 
welcome and I will send out further information once a date has been set. 
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+ STARTSAT + 
5. 45 P.M. SHARP 

Scopa is a traditional Italian card game. 
The name "Scopa" literally means "BROOM'. 
This refers to the game's objective - sweep all 

the cards from the table. 

5.30 p.m. for a 5.45 p.m. Start 

THIS EVENT IS FREE & ALL WELCOME 

Please RSVP to events@ballaratitalianassociation.org 

Friday 15th August 

Room 213, Barkly Square 

Ballarat Italian Association Inc. 
Phone: 0492 928 828 
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Book via Trybooking: 
httgs://www. trY.boo king.co m/CYI RS 
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News From Italy 

Firenze e Lago di Como 

 

Ciao from Italia! 

 

Just a quick update to you all.  Felicity and I are  currently in Lago di 

Como, staying at Bellagio. 

 

We have enjoyed two full days exploring Firenze.  We completed a 

walkabout on the first day and managed to visit Piazzale 

Michelangelo and discovered Torre di San Niccolo and some 

gardens along the way.  And of course shopping!  

Piatti Palace and Boboli Gardens 

was day two, however we started 

the day with a food tour with a 

local who was excellent and 

visited Scuol del Cuoio-leather 

school which was started by the monks. 

Aaaahh Bellagio and Lago di  Como!! 

We did not see George Clooney.   

The trains have all been on time and we would recommend the 

Frecciarossa as a must experience and please book business it is worth the 

extra expense.   

Until we are home stay safe everyone and we hope to see you all at our Beer n Bocce Games Day.    

Felicity and Sofia 

Buon 90 compleanno Maria 
Happy birthday to long Ɵme BIA Member Maria 
Antonelli. 

 

Maria recently gathered with her family including her new great grand 
daughter to Celebrate her 90th birthday a few weeks prior to the actual 
date.  Happy birthday for the 18th August. 
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Cuciniamƒ InsiemŬ 
Thank you to everyone who parƟcipated in our recent Cuciniamo Insieme. 

A wonderful Ɵme as always was had with lots of 
learning and siƫng down at the end of the day 
to enjoy the fruits of our labour. 

The menu consisted of: 

Arancini Siciliani piselli e ragu di maiale e 
mozzarella 

Arancini pomodoro e mozzarella  

Zeppole di San Giuseppe. 
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Language & Cultural Classes 
Language classes for Term 3 have commenced.  Francesco has 
taken a break so where possible students have joined other 
classes.  Hopefully Francesco will be back to take classes in Term 
4.  Thank you to Franesca and Judi for helping out with extra 
students and their needs. 

 

We currently have a waiting list of approx. 15 students wanting to start beginners classes in 
2026, I am sure this list will grow. 

 

Language Classes with Judi O’Loughlin for Term 3 Beginners 1 will commence at 6.00 p.m. 

Commencing on Wednesday 28th July and concluding on Wednesday 17th September. 

 

Term 4 with Francesca: 

Commences Monday 6th October and concludes Monday 15th December (10 Weeks) 

 

 
 

The kids club thanks every family for joining in our fun and 
games.  The kids and parents have loved having a space to link 
and share Italian language and culture. 
A big thank you to all the families for making the club what it 
is. 
 
We asked the kids their favourite part of 
kids club: all the kids love the snacks with 
a special mention from Summer for the 
pane e Nutella.  Annie loves the bilingual 
story time by Donato and Mel where we 
read a popular book in both English and 
Italian. Annie and William love the arts 
and crafts. Frankie loved learning Giro Giro 
Tondo with Rita and Leo loves the games. 
Luke loved learning colours in Italian with the balloons. 
 

ITALIAN KIDS CLUB 
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:Join Donato on 
i .; SO.turc/a..'J 25th Octo6er 2025 

9. 00 a.m. to 2. 00 f .m. 
Bark.l!J s1u.are, 24-39 Bark.l!J Street ~,~~~-

$70 A<fu.lt - $35 Chil<f ren. U/12 
TrJ6ook.in.3:httrs:llwww.trJ6ook.in.3.com/DDYSX 

Please 6rin.3 a.n. a.rron. a.n.c/ a. c/rin.k.. Stuc/en.ts a.re 
resron.si6le for clea.n.in.3 ur tfteir work. area. a.n.c/ a.{{ 

tools usec/ a.t tfte conclusion. of tfte class. 
At tfte conclusion. of class :JOU wi{{Join. fe{{ow stuc/en.ts 

a.n.c/ en.Jo:J lunch to3etfter. 
Rec ires rrouic/ec/. 

Donato Pentassuglia is of Puglia origins and is 
passionate about Italian cuisine. Graduating with a 

degree in hospitality and after cooking in various 
restaurants around Italy and Europe, 

Donato decided to broaden his horizons and move to 
Australia. 
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Practice your Italian whilst having a bit of fun and 
enjoying a wine and some nibbles. 

5.30 p.m. for eyes down at 5.45 p.m. Sharp 

THIS EVENT IS FREE & ALL WELCOME 

Please RSVP to events@ballaratitalianassociation.org 

Friday 31st October 

Friday 28th November 

Room 213, Barkly Square 

Ballarat Italian Association Inc. 
Phone: 0492 928 828 
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2 months unƟl we celebrate with our night of nights but in the meanƟme some exciƟng 
news, as a way of recognising and thanking our Life Members for their contribuƟon to 
the BIA, we will be inviƟng them as our guests of honour at no 
charge for this event.  A personal invitaƟon will be sent to each of 
them individually in the coming weeks. 

 

In the meanƟme, we ask that you reach out to any previous 
CommiƩee and/or Members who you sƟll have contact with but 
are no longer part of the Club.  We would like to see as many people as possible come 
together on the 18th October and celebrate in style.  The night will be a reunion of 
sorts with lots of stories and laughs to be shared. 

If you have any old photos from Dances or FuncƟons held in the past you are more 
than welcome to email them through to the BIA email: 
info@ballaraƟtalianassociaƟon.org 

 

Do we have your correct details ?? 

So you don’t miss out on any news or events from the BIA please make sure that 
if your email address, mobile number or physical address changes that you 
contact our AdministraƟon Officer.   

1975-2025 

Celebrating 50 years of the BIA 

:STAY 
UP-TO-DATE 
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RETIRED & PENSIONERS 
GROUP (RAP) 
Tombola is held every Tuesday at 1.00 p.m. at the Ballarat 
Community Health Cooinda Centre—10 Learmonth Road, 
Wendouree  Vic  3355. 
Please contact Helen Sarra on 0409 862 138 for any enquiries you have with regards to 
RAP and their activities. 
 

The first Monday of each month members are welcome to attend lunch at the North Ballarat 
Sports Club. 
 

Latest News 
RAP recently held their AGM with Helen Sarra appointed President and Malcolm 
Freeman volunteered to be Secretary/Treasurer, Committee of Tina Rizzo Emma 
Mirabella, Maria Angelini, Rita Ripani also Jim and Kasia Iwanowski .  RAP attended the 
funeral of Joe Micich.  In conjunction with the Wendouree Seniors Group members 

enjoyed a subsidised pie lunch with a vintage brass 
band as the entertainment .  The last of the Free RAP 
lunches at North 
Ballarat Sports Club 
was held in July.  RAP 
are awaiting to hear 
from Multicultural 
Affairs to see they 
will be eligible to get 

the ongoing $2,000 per 
annum Senior’s Support 
Grant and as it has not 
been forthcoming we have had to suspend our monthly 
Free lunch however we will continue with Panini and sing-a
-long and tombola until funds run out.  We have contacted 
Michealla Settle regarding this matter. 
 

Helen Sarra 

BIA ADMINISTRATION OFFICER 
A reminder that this is a part Ɵme role. 

If you wish to speak to Angela, our Admin. Officer, she is available on the phone each 

Monday and Tuesday between the hours of 2.00 p.m. and 5.00 p.m.. 

AlternaƟvely either leave a message or email 

info@ballaraƟtalianassociaƟon.org 

r-------------------------------------

-------------------------------------
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BECOME A MEMBER TODAY 

 

 

Do you have family or friends that would like to become a member/s of 
the Ballarat Italian Association ??  You do not have to be Italian to join. 

 
Benefits include: discounted member prices for all events, Italian 

Language Classes at a special members rate, social gatherings etc., 
 

Contact the BIA today info@ballaratitalianassociation.org 
 

0492 938 828 

Do you ever wonder how the 

BIA came to be ? 

The families that helped shape the Italian 
Community in Ballarat ? 

 

The answers to these questions and other 
interesting facts can be found in this wonderful 

publication. 

 

$65 per copy, available by contacting the 

BIA on 0492 938 828 

cl.a ?1osha Stotia 
THE STORY OF 

ITALIANS IN BALLAR 
I 


